
May 24, 2017Dear colleagues and friends:I am writing to share with you an initiative that I have the honor of participating in that hasbeen launched by the award winning Children’s Theatre Company of New York. Theinitiative is titled “Rethinking Relationships” and it seeks to create a social space—a kind of“social lab”—wherein Americans of diverse backgrounds will have the opportunity toexperiment with new forms of discourse that are designed to liberate us from old patternsof thinking that have kept people of diverse races, classes, and cultures locked in variousforms of conflict and hostility for centuries.
Rethinking Relationships will consist of a series of exploratory dialogues on the future ofhumanity that will follow the performance of the play, Henry Box Brown, which is a powerfulmusical that examines some of the painful history associated with slave life in America duringthe 19th century. Our hope is that these dialogues, which will be hosted byfacilitators of diverse backgrounds, will empower participants to establish new patterns ofthinking and behaving that are grounded in a heartfelt recognition of our intertwineddestinies. And while these dialogues have been inspired by an observation that appears in aBaha’i-inspired document titled, Century of Light, they will draw inspiration from the entirerange of materials that animate the intellectual and spiritual heritage of humankind.Here below is the observation from Century of Light that will serve as an aspirational guideto our approach:

History has thus far recorded principally the experience of tribes, cultures,
classes, and nations. With the physical unification of the planet in this century
and acknowledgement of the interdependence of all who live on it, the history of
humanity as one people is now beginning. The long, slow civilizing of human
character has been a sporadic development, uneven and admittedly inequitable
in the material advantages it has conferred. Nevertheless, endowed with the
wealth of all the genetic and cultural diversity that has evolved through past
ages, the earth's inhabitants are now challenged to draw on their collective
inheritance to take up, consciously and systematically, the responsibility for the
design of their future.

I hope that when time and opportunity permit, you and your colleagues and friends will
be able to join us in this as we hope to bring both the performance and the dialogue that
follows it to cities and towns across America.

With fondest regards,
Michael
Michael L. Penn Professor of
Psychology Franklin &
Marshall College


